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STATE OF EDUCATION. 


THE supremacy of mental power over physical force has ever 
been acknowledged among men. In the very infancy of man- 
kind—the time of patriarchal government — when men, following 


™ the whisperings of their simple uncorrupted nature, looked to the 


father of their family as their liege, their adviser, and ruler—even 


at that early period they submitted to the counsel of experience, and 


paid homage, not to the bodily strength of vigorous youth, but to 
the matured wisdom of declining years. Thus, from age to age, 
we have been accustomed to hold in increasing esteem the noble 


B attributes of man, and though the days of chivalry, with some- — 
| what of a retrogressive spirit, endangered the advance of intel- 


lectual development, by giving a preference to physical accom- 


plishments and power of endurance, yet the injury so inflicted has 


been amply avenged by the stigma which posterity has attached 
to those centuries, by denominating them the “ dark ages.” 


But perhaps there never was a period when the excellence of. 


mental and intellectual power shone forth so brilliantly as it has 
done within these last days. If the present year has any claim 
to-be considered as an epoch from which a new historical era may 
be commenced —and surely there is not, in the annals of history, 
one that has a higher claim-——we might appropriately designate 
| such an era, as that of “ the triumph of intellect.” The contest 
for religious liberty which has, though not altogether victoriously, 
yet gallantly, been fought in our mother country; the elevated 


position to which mental superiority has raised several men in the | 


neighbouring country of France; the will of the German nation 


calling with one voice, as it were, ‘ men of letters” to the fram-_ 


lng of their laws—all these facts tend to justify the proud deno- 

mination with which we greet the present time. fae 

There is, however, not a nation on the surface of the globe 
that owes so much to knowledge as the Jewish nation, It is the 
main feature of our destination to increase by knowledge and 
intellectual means. Israel, in contraposition to other nations, 
was, from the very beginning of history, distinguished by the force 
of mind and the knowledge of truth, contrasting strangely with 
the rude physical strength of their adversaries, Tracing the 
records of our race back, even as far as the patriarchs, we see in 
Isaac and Jacob the gentle disposition of inquiring minds, while 


their brothers, Ismael and Esau, were given up to the half-savage © 


ccupations of the archer and the huntsman. Israel was never 
made great by physical force, but always by intellectual power. 
f we had before us a list of all the celebrated Israelites, we 
should find among them very few wrestlers, but a goodly number 
of philosophers, composers, and writers of all kinds, Of such a 
nature are the weapons with which we arm ourselves for all our 
Contests; and this, indeed, is our “ wisdom and understanding in 
the sight of the nations.” | 


To this object, then, let our endeavours be unceasingly directed, 
Education is the cry which we have already frequently raised, and 
which we shall continue to raise, until the sound be not only 


heard but re-echoed in all the circles of our social life, and that 
first and most important interest of man shall have obtained on — 
all sides that undivided attention which it so justly deserves. 
We will not deny, that great advances have been made by our. 
co-religionists in this direction; we have faithfully chronicled 
every such step, both from a sense of justice, which we are ever | 
ready to render, and from a desire of submitting to the public eye. _ 
‘facts calculated to encourage our advancing efforts. At the same 


time we will not conceal, that much is yet to be done; that much 


must be done to rouse the majority of our number from that 
apathy and inactivity to which, partly from want of energy, and — 
partly from the force of circumstances, they have for years been 


If we examine the state of education among our community, 
we shall find, that it is principally the poorer classes whose 


instruction has been sadly neglected. It is a fact admitted by all, 
even by those who are ever ready to cast aspersions on the Jewish — 
character, that charity is one of the distinguishing virtues among — 


the professors of the Mosaic tenets. Now, surely, no charity 
can be more effective, more productive of great or lasting bene- 
fits, than that which we employ in educating the poor. Liberty 


decidedly is a great good; it is a good, to obtain which the wisest | 
men have not hesitated to risk their lives, but knowledge is a 


greater one. There is no slavery so humbling, so destructive of 


all the happiness to which man is entitled on earth, as the 
servility to which ignorance degrades the human mind. There is. 
no liberty so charming, so enviable, as to be freed from the 


fetters in which the absence of instruction suffers human intellect 
to languish. Let us strive for that liberty, but let us not wish to 
preserve it as a privilege for a certain class. No: by communi- 
cating it to others; by giving it a more extended sphere, we do 
not diminish its value, but rather ensure its appreciation ; for it 


is a characteristic of knowledge, that, unlike other goods, it will 
best be appreciated by those who possess most of it. 


There is certainly no want of educational institutions for the 


poor among our community; but there is a sad want of good — 


management to render those institutions efficacious. It is a very 
irksome, but, nevertheless, incontrovertible fact, that all and 
every one of our charitable educational establishments fail in 
producing the desired effect. And we think the reason is simply 
this, because the majority of those who meddle with the manage- 
ment understand little or nothing about education, and those who 
have good notions about education hardly ever meddle with the 
management of such institutions. In no respect can Plutocraey 
be attended with such ill consequences as in the affairs of educa- 


tion. We will not enter into an enquiry how far the principle — 


can be justified, thit he who contributes the most towards the 
maintenance of an establishment may fairly claim the first place 
in conducting the same; but we must say, that such a principle, 
if carried out, would thwart the expectations of that very con- 
tributor. For we entertain this opinion of the men who shine 
forth in liberality —that they tender their support, not with the 
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view of courting the honour of a presidency, but for the pure 


unmingled purpose of doing good, and that they would not so far 
step in the way of their own benefits as to neutralise their effects, 
by wishing to sacrifice the real interests of an itistitution to the 
satisfaction of a feeling which, to say the least, is an ignoble 
ambition. If they wish to see the best use made of their contri- 
butions, they must employ their influence to place at the head of 
the committees of management such men as have not only the inte- 
rest of education at heart, but at the same time are the best 
judges of the means conducive to their well-meaning designs. 
All those that are at present leading men in such establishments 
may, for aught we know, have the very best will, but they surely 


do not all possess the knowledge requisite, and never shall we see | 


educational institutions flourish, unless they be principally con- 
ducted by men who have, to some degree at least, made education 


their study and object of observation. 


With a hopeful mind, we have always looked up to our reve- 
rend pastor for improvement in the management of our education. 


The fact that at Hanover he had called several educational establish- 
‘ments into life, and that others, under his patronage, had risen to a 


flourishing condition, flattered us with the hope, that he would be, 


among us, ati industrious and efficitnt labourer in the field of 


education, which lay barren and neglected. But not until lately 
have we seen a step made in that direction —and of that step we 


carinot yet divine the results. As yet the seeds have only been | 
- sown; of the quality of the fruits a future period will tell. =| 
Thus the state of education in oir community, though very | 


far ftom representing a pleasing pictute, is yet not entirely void 


of promisitig features; and the brief review of the several estab- | 
Jishments which we propose to Jay before our reader's in our next 


Number, will show that, if we are not yet very far advanced, we 
are at least advancing in the paths of knowledge. 


_ MAN—THE IMAGE OF THE LORD. 
(Essay sy J, Hemmann Caro).* 


«Rabbi Akeeba said: Man is beloved, for he was created in 


the image of God, but that love was greater still which made it 


known to him that he was created in the image of God, as it is 


said, ‘In the image of God he made man.’ Beloved are Israel _ 
in that they are called the children of God; and it was an addi- | 
tional love that acquainted them with their being actually called | 


the children of God, as it is said, ‘ Ye are the children of the 
Lord your God.’” Ethics of the Fathers, chap. iii. ver.14. _ 
Surely the worthy Rabbi has not the intention of flattering our 
vanity, when repeatedly he speaks of the excellence of Israelites 
before other nations; his real intention could have been no other 


than to give this as a stimulus the niore diligently to attend to | 
the fulfilment of our duties. His meaning is in short this: Of 
_ him who is richly gifted, much can be demanded. Ephraim says: | 


‘“T am become rich, J have found me out substance, therefore m 
endeavours will not suffice to atone for sin” (Hos. xii. 9).+ Thus 


the Rabbi opines that on him who is favoured with so many | 
advantages, particularly rests the obligation to beware of erring. 


Upon a profound inquiry into the words of the Rabbi, we shall 
find that he views the position of the Israelites in three different 


respects :— 


We take this essay from a work recently published, entitled 


Sabbath Gift, consisting of the “ Ethics of the Fathers,” accompanied by 
a German translation, a new Hebrew commentary called sno35 nop (Flour 
of hee ), a called (Pure Frankin- 
cense). By J. Heiman Caro bbi of ‘Pinne. ‘ it actin 
(Krotoschin, 1847). 
t In the version of the above verse, the writer of this essay has 
in th adopte 
the view taken of this passage in the interpretation of Ser ben Usiel 


Ord 35 Kd 52 rd the prophet says to them: 


al! your riches will be of no avail to you on the day of retribution.—Jd, 


I.—As man without reference to religious profession 
I1.—As Israelite, concerning his self-cultivation, 
-III.—As Israelite in relation to other nations, 
I.—In the words: ‘“ Man is beloved by God, for he » 
created in the image of God,” the Rabbi draws oar atten: Ae 
the dignity of man without discrimination as to hig re}; 4 
views. Among the innumerable millions of creatures with which 


the Almighty has peopled this earth, man is the favourite of the 


Lord, his most perfect production. Though formed of Clay as 
well as other animals, man is endowed with an immortal 
reigning within and ruling all his actions by the principles of 
some superior reason. All the inclinations of man must not he 
instinctive impulses; but, guided by his soul, beat in them the 
desire for spiritual perfection, and for the advance of everything 


soul, 


that is true and ever useful; for his soul is of divine origin, a te. 


| to the infinite being. © Holy 


flection of his infinite brightness, a ray of the sun of suns, “ The 
spirit of man is the light of the Lord, searching all the inward 
parts of the body” (Prov. xx. 27). In this consists the dignity of 
man, to acknowledge and to appreciate which is a duty more 


ancient than those imposed by revelation. This knowledge is the 
first condition of all morality, piety, and virtue; atid it wag re: 


ceived by the first men: Even before any laws were introduced — 
into society, he who had shed a man’s blood was to suffer death, 


because, created in the image of God, he had so far forgotten his 


dignity as to degrade himself to the category of a furious beast, 
Or would you think that this may be otherwise? that man is but 
an avimal gifted with a little more sagacity and pfudence than 
the rest, but in other respects; is as remote from the Deity as 
every other living creature? An absurd fallacy! What power 


is that which, governirig within the different faculties of man, now | 


gives prominence to this and now to that? Now we see a man 
enraged, furious, bold, terrible like a lion ; a moment passes and 
he is timorous, tractable, gentle as a dove: just now he vas 


indolent, inactive, and apathetic; and shortly afterwards we find 


him industrious, active, energetic, labouring and toiling. Who 
has wrought these changes? It was an idea passing through his 
miiid. But whence cdme it, who originated and developed it, 


|| unless there be a supetiot power innate in mah; overruling his 


actions, and eniploying, according to reasonable principles, how 
this atid now that faculty for the advancing of its object? Its 


highest object, however, is the imitation of God in Apes st all 
that contributes to the happiness of man, for which 


endeavours 
the germs are implanted in the human heart. Does not the noble - 
impulse of benevolence dwell within even the rudest man? Is 


} not gratitude towards a benefactor, and consequently fowards 
EL God, the Author of all benefits—are not love and esteem towards 


those who gave us life and charged themselves with our edaca- 
not these nattral laws? Does not man sympathise 
with the sufferings of a fellow-creature? Does he not feel com- 


passion with the afflicted, commiseration with the weak? Does 


he not rejoice at the triumph of innocence, and mourn when he 
sees it overcome by wickedness? Indeed all the qualities the 
perfection of which we adore iti the divinity, we feel to some 
degree within ourselves, naturally in the proportion of the inortal 
writ expresses this ii one word: 
“Man is the image of God,” the shadow} of divinity. This one 
word indicates the importance of man; his body bears no affinity 
to God, nor is it a divihe shadow: but his ‘soul is the noble 
daughter of God, that descended from her superior regions 1! 


| the clay-form of the human body, thither to inipfarit the seeds of t 


divine virtue. She came with the tablets of stone upon her 
heart, and with the ardent desire to fulfil the will of the Lo 
to the best of ler power; as the Psalmist says: “ Then said } | 
Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it is written of Me 
delight te do thy will, O my Géd: yea, the law is within my 
heart” (Ps. xl. 8, 9). It is true that the soul does hot eat 
succeed in acting entirely accorditig to its own will; it meets we 
{ The Hebrew wotd ody signifies shadow”! a8 well as “ image.” 
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werful resistance. The injurious influence of the corporeal world 

rnicious to man, vice infects the atmosphere of the earth, 
«gin lieth at the door;” laborious is the struggle for the noble 
mind, and but too often we have seen the latter subdued; but so 
much is clear “that God has made man upright,” and that only 
the external world, in which his senses are affected, are the cause 
of his sinfulness. It is in this view that scripture says: “the 
imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth” (Gen. viii. 21); 
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and the Talmudists say, in their mysterious language : “ Before | 
the child comes from the womb of the mother, it is imbued with || 


all the precepts of the law; but as soon as it enters into the world, 


an angel comes and presses the child’s lips, so that it forgets 
everything.” The charm of evil, ever ready to despoil man of 
his dignity is also an angel, sent by Providence to excite the 
struggle within man—happy the soul that triumphs over it! 
«Greater was the love which made it known to man that he has 


been created in the image of God” continues Akeeba. Happy, | 


every action that the Lord has endowed him with peculiar advan- 
tages over all other creatures; that a divine soul lives within him; 


that, consequently, his actions must be in accordance with this © 


dignity ; that he must never degrade himself to the unreasonable 
brute ; and, finally, that all men bearing the image of the Deity 
stamped upon them, are thus related to him. But woe to the man 


who can forget this! “If man abideth not in honour, he is like |} 


the beasts that perish’’ (Ps. ii. 13). Nothing, in fact, can be more 
sinful than for man to forget his excellence, and put himself on a 
level with the brutish creation. ‘ And the mean man boweth 
down, and the great man humbleth himself: therefore forgive 
| them not” (Is. ii. 9); for surely this will lead to the committing 


of robberies, murder, and all great sins. Let man, therefore, 


never lose his self-esteem as a man; but let him slways remem- 


ber, God has favoured me with such advantages, I will render 


myself worthy of them, and profit by them, to gain the promised 
love of my Creator. 
(To be concluded in our next.) 


New. Synacocurt, NorwicH.—We are rejoiced in being 


| enabled to refer our readers to the appeal of the Norwich Hebrew | 


congregation, inserted in our advertising columns of this week's 
number. The steady progress of. the donations shews that the 
appeal to our co-religionists in behalf of the erection of a house 


suitable to the worship of the God of Israel, has not been made | 


in vain. Jt is also gratifying to perceive that many Christians 
| disdaining prejudice, which, unfortunately, even in the 19th cen- 


tury, is still rampant in the world, have nobly come forward to | 
Much, || 


aid and assist in the good and holy cause of religion. 


however, has yet to be done ere the funds shall have reached that 


point when donations may be declined. Let us therefore hope, 
that the Jews of this empire who have not yet tendered their 
Offerings, will hasten to do so; and thereby lay up treasure for that 
State to which we are all, both rich as well as poor, sojourning. 


JEWS AND GENERAL LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC INSTI- 


TUTION, Sussex Haut.—The half-yearly meeting of the sub- 
-scribers and members to the above institution, appointed to be 
held on Tuesday evening last, did not take place, a sufficient 


number of members not being present to allow any business to 


commence, 


To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


Sit,—Perhaps you will deem the following reflections worthy 
of a place in your valuable columns :—While all Europe 1s heaving 
with revolutionary agitation, while all the nations of this decrepit 
part of the world are shaking off the yoke of despotism, are 
upsetting arbitrary governments, and replacing them by new 
creations, on whom they impose that rather inconvenient task — 


nsibility, imaginary substitute for prescriptive 
the safeguard of the liberties and rig wr gps Borg whi 

Paris is reeling, and Vienna awaking from a long and age 
torpor ; while Berlin is gambolling and indulging in the freaks of 
rene liberty ; while in Frankfort they are trying to mix a more 

eterogenous stew than even those hags with their charmed pot — 
and their “double, double, toil and trouble,” apparently in total — 
oblivion of the mysterious song, without which the enchantment 
would have been incomplete ; while all this is going on, to the 
wonder of the old and the amazement of the young, there is at 
least one spot on this wide and restless earth which forms an ex- 
ception. It stands like an oasis in the wilderness, cheering the 
weary wanderer and deluding him for a moment at least with the 
hope of a termination of a sandy and desolate journey, or like a — 


res 
an 


| rock in the sea, holding out shelter and protection to the ship- 
wrecked; it is, however, neither an oasis, nor a rock, but a 
| very common stone building of no very extraordinary dimensions 
indeed, is the man who is aware of his dignity, who recollects at || 


—it is Sussex Hall. The half-yearly meeting of that institution — 
had been announced for Tuesday evening last; we attended ac- 


| cordingly, taking with us more than the usual quantity of papers, 


in what we then thought, a just apprehension that the revo- 


| lutionary contagion might have spread as far as this temple of 
|| Minerva, and that the governed in a feverish state of excitement 


might come to a close fight with the governors, and discharge 
their volleys of oratory at them with of course much greater 
vehemence and pertinacity than we have seen them display on — 


former occasions ; but how great was our disappointment when 
| we arrived at the field of battle. It was a mockery even upon 


Trafalgar —not that where Nelson fell, but where he stands erect, 
an imperishable monument of valour, patriotism, and magnani- 
mity——upon that Trafalgar (Square) where a Cochrane thought 


of achieving another triumph, if not for England, at least for 


himself, and having summoned a meeting would, probably, had it 


been allowed to take place, have commenced or terminated a 
| powerful harangue with the immortal hero’s watchword, that did 
| the work of an army, “ England expects every man to do his 


duty.” Then the men of England—of Spitalfields and St. Giles 
at least — did indeed assemble; but counter placards, prohibitin 


| the meeting, caused them to disperse. Sussex Hall, however, 


wore avery different aspect. The appointed hour having arrived, 


there was to be seen that abhorred and dreaded spectacle, dis- 


heartening alike to the Eafe the orator, and the actor, that 
powerful extinguisher of even. the most enthusiastic flame, and 


_dissolver of the ‘‘sternest stuff,” interwoven with ear-tinkling 
imagery of fervent and sweeping eloquence —the short, the ghastly 
| sight of — empty benches! There was, indeed, a slight sprinkling _ 


of ruling personages.—Oh, how would some of their colleagues — 

earn for so secure and snug a berth as a seat on the committee 
of Sussex Hall, were they but aware of its existence;—— but as a 
body, it must have been already entombed in the bowels of the 
earth, awaiting the sound of the trumpet to be recalled into life. 
An attempt at such a resurrectionary movement was made; the 
trumpet-voice of the hall-porter was sounded at different spots, 
where the seattered members of the body were supposed to be 
interred: a few were gathered, but as for a total reunion of the 
fragments, it proved a total failure; and the poor members that 
had been thus unnecessarily disturbed in their rest, were dispersed 
to the four winds. Had this been a meeting for some such 
frantic purpose as was contemplated by the Joneses, the Fussels — 
and Co., we should have rejoiced to see it prove such an abortion ; 

but what shall we say when we look upon it as a test of the in- 
terest which our brethren take in their intellectual advancement, 


the only ladder by which they can rise in their social position? 


Alas! for such a reflection. Has the recent failure of the bill 


so entirely chilled us, and deprived us of all courage to struggle 
on, or is apathy for all mental cultare so inveterately inherent in 
our nature, that we must relapse into it, despite of all efforts to 
the contrary? 


A Supscrisper To Sussex HAtt, 
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the institution of the 2:w w” is the work of the “ Scribes.” 
does “ Veritas” answer it? He pretends that Maimonides has 
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DR. ADLER'S SERMON ON THE 216 OR 


‘DOUBLE FESTIVALS. 
(Coneluded from page 596.) 
I have already proved from the plain text of Maimonides, oan 
Jow 


the foible of ascribing to the “ Sopherim” what is not theirs; but 
as up to this moment “ Veritas” owes us every particle of his 


proof for this assertion, I shall content myself with adding to my 
previous voucher the following passage from Hilchoth, Yom Lob: 
«© The double festivals are amongst the things innovated during 


the dispersion.’’ * 


Pumbeditha is related by the Talmud.t ‘This fact gave me a 
legitimate cause for asserting, that all the talmudical doctors were 


not of the same opinion respecting the sanctity of the “second | 


days.”. How does ‘‘ Veritas” deal with this fact? He again 
draws upon the credulity of his readers by pretending to know 
that the passage cited * refers only to the native of Palestine, 


residing in a foreign country, and purposing at some future time 
to return home;” but why. did he fail to mention that every word 
And as to his 


of this is comment, and not talmudical text? 
statement in the foot-note that R. Nathan acknowledges the obli- 
gation of the double celebration upon the Israelite without Pales- 


by any evidence. 


him flogged or excommunicated.t 


the ‘Talmud are not all agreed as to the sanctity of the uw wo’. 


_ Dr. Adler’s second “ reason,” because the old mode ‘ of ascer- | 
taining the New Moon shall one day be restored,” strikes me as 
being a rich specimen of “ Hibernian reasoning.” The expression — 


‘one day’’ can, of course, only refer to the time of the restora- 
tion to Palestine. Here, then, we have the following choice bit 
of modern rabbinical logic: — “‘ Since, at the return of the Jews 


_ to the Holy Land, only one day will be solemnised by all the 
Israelites, we now celebrate two days,” by way of keeping our | 


As I have already disposed of Dr. Adler's third astro-geogra- 


phical “ reason,” I have only to state why I did not in my former 


article refer to what ‘‘ Veritas” calls “the head and tail of the 


sermon ;” and even here I should not have thought it necessary to 
waste a word on those extremities, if I did not find my silence 


made a reproach, Dr. Adler has no more occasion to be proud 
of the said “head and tail” than of the middle pieces. The 
‘‘head” is a proof of the necessity of an “ oral law” drawn from a 


circumstance related in the Talmud § of a Gentile, who, having been 


rebuked by Shammai for wishing to adopt the written law only, 
repaired to the meek Hillel, who at once converted him, and began 
to teach him 3a. On the following day, the teacher went 
through the alphabet in the inverse order ; and when the Gentile 
expressed his surprise at this novelty, Hillel replied :—* As you 
had to believe me yesterday, so you are bound to believe me to- 
day.” So far the Talmud and Dr, Adler: and now fiat applicatis. 


+ Jerusalem, fol. 51. Jerusalem, folio 51. 


Chap. i. v. 21. 
§ Shabbath, folio 31. 


That R. Nathan Bar Asse, or Assea, violated the "3w "7 at | 


tine, though he, as a native of the country, believed himself |) 
exempt from such obligation, it is a bare supposition unsupported | 
But granting it all to be a chain of sterling | 
_. facts, so much is certain, that R. Nathan “ believed himself exempt | 
from an obligation ;” and for acting on this belief, R. Joseph had | 
‘The opinion of R, Joseph | 
‘differed, therefore, most materially on this point from the suffering 
-R. Asse ; and as the latter is called by ‘* Veritas’’ “an absentee 
from Palestine who intended returning home,” and for whom a | 
concession was made, it is clear that R. Joseph, who nevertheless © 
had his brother Rabbi whipped or put in /Terem, held doctrines on | 
this head widely differing from those of R. Asse, and also of. 
R.“ Veritas.” After this I may safely repeat, that the doctors of 


its “tail.” 


' for the poor to glean in, it would not be such an additio 


| 


Ay but J 89 


What the Gentile said or did “‘deponent knoweth een 
the epigram wants its point; the “head” of Dr. A 


But if the incident at the ‘‘ head” of Dr. Adler’s sermon fy] 
short of its requisite “ denouement,” the argument at the « Ae 
of the homily is lamentably deficient in logic; and this jg by f 
the greatest evil of the two. To prove that the “ double festival 
is no addition to the law,” the Doctor argues, that, althoy rat 
a tithe is demanded by the law, still, if any one should think jt 
right to give a fifth of his income to sacred purposes, it Would be 
nosin; or, if one should leave more than one portion of his fields 
n 
written law as to excite the displeasure of God. Well, pe 
this; but if Dr. Adler threatened with flogging or €xcommunica. 
tion any one that did not give more than the law prescribes, then 
I ween, he would most flagrantly add to God’s holy word, 

Now, the doctors of the law, in whose defence Dr. Adler 
preaches and Mr. “ Veritas” writes, have not left it to the frog 
choice’ of the pious to celebrate as many holidays as their religious 


feeling or “ dulce otium” prompts them to observe ; but they have 


threatened with the infliction of the lash, and have dealt “damna, 
tion round the land,” on all those who cannot conscientiously 


adopt those undeniable additions to God's holy law. - 


And now I would offer a suggestion or two to “ Veritas,” if he 
should be disposed to make another attempt in defence of Dr, 
Adler’s ‘‘reasons.” Ist. Let him remember, that there is a vast 
difference between solid argument and vulgar abuse, and that no 
aount that he may have at command of the latter, will be able 
to compensate for his deficiency of the former.—2ndly. As 


he considers me an. object of pity on account of my ignor. 


ance (and would to Heaven that I were less a dunce than | 
am!), I would suggest to him the propriety, to say nothing of the 


humanity, of setting me right, where, through ignorance, I may 


have gone astray. But, however I may feel and lament my 
ignorance, and however “ Veritas” may be convinced of his own 
learning, I venture to tell him, that he has not in any way sue- 
ceeded in making clear this distinction between us in the paper 
that bears his signature.—38rdly. If he has any statements to 


advance, let him try to substantiate them, by something more de- 


finite than a bare allusion to Rabbi A.,-or Rabbi B.—And, 4thly, 
when he deems it right to prefer a charge against me, to make it 
at least in an intelligible manner, and in such English as an Eng- 


lishman can comprehend. I am led to make this last request, 


from seeing myself accused by “ Veritas,” of breaking a rod, with 
Maccabean heroism, over the subject! I would really have 
pleaded to the charge, if I had been able to understand what tt 
meant. But I could not master it. Does “ Veritas ” understand 
_ I have done with “ Veritas,” and shall conclude with addressing 
a few words to Mr. Alexander Cohen, who, in his letter to the Jew- 
ish Chronicle of June 30th, would fain appear to eontradiet the 
statement made by me, touching the non-observance of the second 
day of noy¥y°2’nw or the day of na1n nnnw by R. Moshe Hasan, 
during his stay in London. I shall not hesitate to make the 
amende honorable, as soon as Mr. A. Cohen, or any one else, 
shall, on sufficient authority, have seriously and bond fide denied 
the truth of the statement made in my letter. That such has not 
been done by Mr. Cohen in his epistle, will at once appear, whet 
attention is paid. to the very suspicious caution with which he | 


-abstains from even mentioning the second holiday, as if the dispute 


were about the observance, by R. Moshe, or any Orthodox Jew 


.of the eighth day, called That R. Moshe 


Tephilin in the Portuguese Synagogue on the last named holiday, 
I intended as little to assert, as Mr. Cohen has hitherto ventur 
to deny, much less to disprove, my perfectly different reference (0 
R. Moshe, in connection with the second day 
| I have the honor to be, Mr. Editor, 
obedient servant, 
M accABAEUs: 
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THE MARANNOS. 
A NARRATIVE FROM THE Last Decenntum OF THE | 
FirTEENTH CENTURY. _ 
FROM THE GERMAN OF P. PHILIPPSON, 
(Continued from page 600). 
XVI.—continued. 


« So thoughtful, senora, and alone?” said he, gently approaching 
her. She pointed to the monastery which was opposite, and which 
had been lighted up, so that the monks were seen through the windows. 
They were seated at a table, and apparently engaged in serious con- | 
yersation. | 

« With all the mischief that these societies have done in the world,” 
said Alonzo, “I cannot but admire the resolution to renounce the 
world, and give up life to holy purposes alone. Besides, the rule 
of these monasteries at once cuts the tie which binds us to the earth, 
and it is well for the distressed that there is a place where repose may 
* Pinah shook her head. ‘I cannot agree with you, senor, for I 
think it a cowardly retreat from the struggles of life. And even the 
sinner should make amends to the world he has injured.” - eS 
~ But, when all our wishes have passed away— when we have lost 
what is dearest. to us—when we are disgusted with the impulses of 
ambition — when disappointed or thwarted love has removed all our 
taste for pleasure—" 

The moon here broke from the clouds above the Benedictine monas- 
tery, and, as the gentle rays fell on the pale countenance of Dinah, he 
perceived that her eyes were filled with tears. He took her hand and 
drew it hastily to his lips —she gently withdrew it. 
| “That grief must be a great one, senor, since you are so young, and 
| have already experienced it.” She said this in a trembling voice, and — 
ina melancholy tone, which pierced him to his heart. 
| © }inah,” said he, bursting into a passionate exclamation, and | 
| giving full vent to his excited feelings, “ Dinah, no monastery could 
| cover my grief, no priest could ease it.” With these words, he drew 
her towards him, and she, yielding to the irresistible power of love, 
leaned her head on his shoulder, and the tears of the Jewess fell on the 
cross of honour of the Christian captain. 
| © Maiden of my soul, your love shall be as the star of my life; 
Dinah, beloved Dinah, since the evening I first met you, not a minute 
has elapsed that I have not thought of you. Glory, honour, bravery, 
all the sentiments which inspired me before, are.only the satellites 
which move round the sun of my love; O do not banish them, Dinah, 
| for if the sun sinks down, they will vanish into darkness.” __ 

Dinah disengaged herself from his arms. ‘ Don Alonzo, Spanish 
Christian,” she said at length, in a solemn voice, interrupted by sobs, 
| as she turned away her face and covered it with her hands, ‘‘ you love | 
a Jewess, and the hope of my life is broken, for duty bars the way, and 
the cross of belief stands between us.” 
| “Belef, Dinah, belief is happiness, but a miserable life is no‘ happi- 
Ress; and, then, belief is but a fiction. Leave it, then, beloved one, 
for you are mine; it was | who first learned to know and understand 
the beauties of your mind. What are the laws which men have toiled 
for when compared with love? They are like the tomb-stones on the 
| grave of ruined happiness; they foster not the flowers of pleasure, but | 
| leave them to wither and perish. Love is more powerful than the law ; 
for love is life, it is the image of the Godhead, comprehending all. O if 
you wake me from these visions with the cold touch of dull reality, 
My awaking will be death.” | 
| During these words Dinah had turned her face towards him, and 

stood like one of those splendid sculptures of antiquity where the ex- 
pression of the mind is given to dead marble. But within her eye the 
light of affection shone, on her pale countenance majesty mingled with 
gtace, and a sweet smile was on her lips as she listened to such words 


as she had never heard before, words which carried her soul into’ the | 


Sublime, and yet brought it near to earth. ‘‘ O Alonzo!’’ said she, as 
he finished his passionate outburst; but she could say no more, her 
lig failed her; she covered her face with her hands, and sobbed 
aloud, 

At the same moment a confused noise of several voices was heard at 
door, which was shut with a crash that made the house tremble, 
andin the room a picture fell from the wall—it was the portrait of 


Dinah’s father, She looked up, and rushing to the place, picked the | 


Picture up, and sank exhaused on the divan; just then Arama entered 


followed by the duenna with lights. 
“Cursed be the land whose ruler is paralysed, exclaimed he, furi- 


Usly; “ since those cursed Spaniards have been in Granada all order | 


introduced a Benedictine monk. 


isat anend.” Here he perceived the Spanish captain, and seemed 
embarrassed at his exclamation. 

*“ Our friend, Don Alonzo—pardon the outbreak of my indignation, 
The new populace which you have just brought to the town, and who 
would wish to drink the bl§od of Moors and Jews—this populace, 
compared with our old Arabian rabble, is like Gemara and Mishna, 
the former tells us what the latter meant. Good God! it is now thirty- 
nine years ago that I saw the Turks enter Constantinople; they, at 
least, spared men like me, who carry life with them. I was going to 
visit an old Moor, a man of some rank, who always behaved very 
kindly to me; on going thither I met the servant of a Castilian mar- 
quis, who ordered me to come directly to his master, who was suffer- 
ing with the fever. I told him to wait until my return from the dying 
Moor. The man got furious; a young Spanish doctor offered his 
services to him, and the people, who had meanwhile gathered around, — 
pursued me with stones to the very door of my house.” | 

The noise before the house gradually ceased. Meanwhile Arama 
had quite recovered from his terror. Dinah approached him, and he 


_attempted to calm her anxiety, but the event of the preceding hour 


made her tremble in all her limbs, and she leant pale and almost sense- 
less on his shoulder. Alonzo saw it with terror, and rushed towards 


_ her, saying, ‘* You are unwell, senora; help, Arama.” Arama hastily 


left the room, but soon returned with a vial full of scent, which he 


_ gave to Alonzo, and then hastened away to prepare some medicine for 


the maiden. Dinah refused Alonzo’s support, and threw herself on a 
chair. Poor Dinah, my daughter,” said the old physician on his 
return, ‘‘take this beverage, it will do you good. The furious 


| people! how they have spoiled the evening that [ intended to spend 


so pleasantly with my Dinah. Don Alonzo, you are a good 


Christian, or rather, a good man; but I assure you, that your Spain | 


will have a fate like that of Sodom and Gomorrah. Great God! we 
are to be good citizens, but they will not leave us any domestic plea- 
sures; we are to love our king, but he treats us like a tyrant; we are 
to join in brotherly union with you, but you chase us like wild beasts ; 
to sum up all, you sow hatred and expect to reap love.”” _ 

A knock was here heard at the door, and soon afterwards the duenna 
As he entered, he cast a searching | 
glance on the old physician, and then on Alonzo and Dinah. His lips — 
were thin and colourless, his brow was furrowed, and in his dark and — 
keen eyes was seen an expression of deep cunning, | Cone 

Are you the Jewish physician, Arama?” 

“Yes, worthy father.” 


‘The prior of our monastery requests you to come to him imme- 


diately, as he felt some indisposition during the evening prayer.” 


‘“ Tam ready,” said Arama. Another knock was heard, and Jehu- 
dah Abarbanel entered, greeting his friends with his usual serenity. 


Arama excused himself for ieaving them; “ Not even in their repose 


can the wicked rest,” murmured he, as he went. The monk looked 
at him as if he understood his words, though Arama spoke in Hebrew, 
When Arama and the monk departed, Jehudah asked the reason of | 


|| the strange agitation perceptible in every thing, and Alonzo detailed to - 


him Arama’s adventure. ‘ Arama is foolish,” said Jehudah; * he 
might have gone to the Castilian, and felt the pulse of the old Moor 
an hour later.”’ So saying, he sat down by the side of Dinah, asking 
her a hundred questions, while Alonzo was pacing the room, After 
the lapse of an hour Arama returned ; the priest’s indisposition was of 
little consequence, but.he had detained him to question him about his 
family. It was late when the young men departed, and Alonzo's heart 
was filled with happiness at the evening he had passed. 

But Destiny had already set her hand to the wheel of Fortune. 

Cuarree XVII. 

On the following evening the old physician was reciting Psalm cxviii., 
while tears rolled down his cheeks on the book, and his eyes were 
raised to heaven. He was sitting on a silken cushion, leaning his head 
on his hand, and dressed in his festival garments. A magnificent robe 
of blue silk was wrapped round him, and on his head glittered a turban, 
set with costly pearls. On the table, which was covered with a 


splendid cloth, stood’ silver dish containing unleavened bread and 


reen herbs, a silver cup filled with Malaga, and four candlesticks with 
wax lights. Dinah was sitting at his side, She had laid aside her 
mourning dress, for it was the feast of the Passover, the feast of deli- 
verance from the bondage of Egypt—she was dressed in white satin, 
and on her forehead was a tiara, for Arama wished her to wear it, 
because on the day of deliverance the children of Israel should deem 
themselve princes; and on this occasion was it that he had taken from 
its shrine this ornament as well as a silver girdle for her. Joseph sat 
on Dinah’s knees, as she explained to him the pictures in the book 
before her, Sara lay sleeping on a divan. ; 
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you won on the banks of the Nile. Deem yourselves kings, ye pitiable 
slaves. Thousands of years have rolled down the stream of time, and 
long ago has the good vanished for which you offer to-day hymns of 
praise. Do ye not hear the rattling of the chains which are soon to 
enslave you? Hark! the fire crackles for the sacrifice. 


“ It is a sublime idea,” said Arama, “ and, to me who have seen the - 


world, a most sublime one, to think that, on this day, all the children of 
Israel, from the banks of the Euphrates, and perhaps even from the 
shores of India, to the Tejo, are all sitting down to praise one God, to 
celebrate one feast, and all in the same manner, with the same holy 
ceremonies.” | 
“ But have they all the same pious feelings as you, good father P’ 
Arama shrugged his shoulders. ‘‘ Perhaps not all; but many of 
them have, surely, even more devotion. Alas! this feast of freedom 
has often been a feast of tears; often have we, in the midst of this 
festival, been accused of hideous crimes, which the mind of a Jew 
cannot conceive, and much less his hands carry out. 


ness of home, but on the burning pile, or from the hand of the execu- 
tioner; often has 

He then related to Dinah some of the misfortunes which had be- 
fallen his people, when a noise was heard in the ante-chamber; the 
- door opened, and some Spanish soldiers, accompanied by. three monks, 


entered the room, Arama rose to meet them with a fearful and trem- 


_ bling step, while Dinah looked with amazement on them. 
“In the name of the Holy Inquisition,” said one of the monks (the 


_ same who had visited them the evening before), ‘ follow me, Arama.” || 


*‘] pray you, sirs; a mistake—it must be a mistake,” said the old || and linguistical discussions on Hebrew roots; perhaps you will 


man, in a faltering voice; “ I am the well-known physician, David 


Arama, and have practised my profession here for twenty years, suc- || eee set" we” : 
4 || nor linguist, concerning the root pnw. 


- couring Jews, Christians, and Mahommedans, without distinction. 
‘What can the Holy Inquisition want of me? Iam a Jew—a Jew 
celebrating his Passover—this is my foster-daughter, these are my 
children: we are all Jews, we are not baptised, we are not Marannos 

who have disregarded an assumed religion—you, surely, must be 


Mistaken.” 
_, The monks raised a laugh. ‘ In the name of the Holy Inquisition, || 
do not delay; you will be informed of your crime at some other | 


oo but now you must give over your pagan ceremonies, and come 
Dinah stepped forward, and, in a tone 
father, do not disturb the peace of this pious old man. 


He is innocent 


_ of any crime; his actions are pure as the light, and from early morn to | 


latest night he practises his beneficent occupation.” 


““ We have not to judge of his guilt or innocence, fair lady,” said 


one of the monks, ‘ we have only to obey our superiors.” __ 
Little Sara here awoke, and screamed loudly at the sight of the 


strange figures, and Joseph clasped the knees of his grandfather, cry- | 


Ing out, “I shall not let you go with these people; this is the ugly 
monk from the monastery opposite who carries away disobedient 


children.” 


Dinah threw herself at the feet of the monks. ‘ Take me prisoner, 
let the responsibility fall on me, He is the grandfather of orphan 
children. By all that is sacred, I will answer for him.” 

Arama now stepped forward with composure, and said, “ Cease, 
Dinah, and remain here, for the children require your care; take them, 
and preserve the jewels of my life. I will go; 1 fear nothing, for the 


Lord is with me, and will surely make his righteousness appear in the | 


midst of my distresses ; wait but for a few moments, and I will accom- 

pany you.” | 
He stepped to the table, recited a blessing, tasted the wine, broke of 

the bread, and having given some to the children, turned to the East, 


- and said, “ The Lord shall preserve thy going out and coming in.” 
He then laid his hands upon g in 


bless you and preserve 
his hand upon Joseph, 
evil bless the 

While these things were passing, the monks stood perfectly still 
waiting for Arama, who, when he had finished, kissed the parchment 
on the door post, and, without looking back, passed from the house 
leaving Dinah praying in tears. 
(To be continued.) 


The charity which a man gives in a state of good % Ith, is 
like gold; that which he gives during an Hinces. | gp 
but that which he ordains in his Jast will, is like cop 


is like silver; 
per.— Tosafot. 


On this day of || 
deliverance has death often appeared to our brethren, not in the calm- || 


the way to the land of promise lain through a sea of || 
8, Bury Court, St. Mary 


of dignity, said, Worthy 


inah and Sara, saying, ‘‘ May the Lord. 
ba and give you peace;” and finally laying. 
e said, ** The angel who redeemed me from all. 


- Celebrate your feast of freedom, poor nation, of that freedom which || 


‘To the Editor of the Jewish Chroniole, 
-Sir,—In the report contained in your last number of the 
yearly meeting at the City of London Mechanics’ Ag}, 
you omitted to notice the several classes of that institution 
beg, therefore, to submit to you the following statemen ott 
classes to which I trust you will allow a. space in your valuable 
columns, 
Sunday. English reading, taught by Messrs. M. Moses and J 
Wilson ; 25 pupils. English grammar, taught by Mr. B 
Bennett; 15 pupils. 
“Monday. Hebrew, taught by Messrs. Wolf and E. Meyers: 9 
pupils. French, taught by Mr. Jacobson; 12 pupils, 
Tuesday. eee taught by Mr. Smart and Mr. H. Solomon. 
60 pupils. 
Weawavdey. Hebrew, taught by Mr. I. L. Lyon; 20 pupil, 
Elocution, taught by Mr. R. Carter; 30 pupils, ~ 
Thursday. Arithmetic, taught by Mr. M. Davis; 25 pupils, 
D-remain, Sir, yours, 
Axe, Henry Sotomons, 
July 12th,1848. 


_ To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle, 
Sir,—I have often seen in your valuable journal theological 


give a place to the suggestion of one who is 


neither theologist 


I think that from the root pnw is derived the name of a game 
which was the only one supposed to have been current among the 


ancient Israelites, viz., Chess, and the name of which has been 


received in almost all languages with’ very slight alterations; 
thus, Scacchi (Italian), Schach (German), Echecs (French), 
Chess (English). . This game is, to this day, a favourite one 
among our Rabbins. ‘The celebrated Aben Ezra has written a 
poem on Chess; and in his work 75 *31y0 (The King’s Deli- 


cacies) he cites an opinion, that Moses, in the court of Pharaoh, 


Upon this affinity of pnw to the name of Chess, I found a 


somewhat novel interpretation of 2 Sam.ii.14. Abner said to 
Joab Ypnwn onyin “ Let the young men now 


arise and play before us.”” To me it seems highly improbable 
that two such celebrated Jewish commanders should have pro- 


posed such a sanguinary pastime, which sacrificed the lives of 
twenty-four persons; besides, }pmw*) does not mean “ and they 


shall fight,” but “ and they shall play.” I would therefore say, 
that the proposal was to decide the fate of the battle by a game 
of Chess, similarly to another occasion, where the fate of a wat 
was decided by a duel between David and Goliath, evidently to 
avoid much shedding of blood. Scripture says, by nx 130" 
mio mo by They sat down, the one o 
the one side of the pool, and the other on the other side of the 


pool.” The rather unusual expression 12w"), “ they sat,” leads 
me to suppose that they were sitting before a Chess-board, whieh 
| is termed m373, “ pool,” on account of a stream being drawn 


between the two fields, which is still the case on the Chinese 
Chess-board, and in the game of war. Whether the general 
were themselves the players, using persons as figures (0 
which manner we last year saw an exhibition in London) r 
whether they were merely the beholders, I will not inquire, thoug 
the term 139355, before us,” seems to indicate the latter. 

_ The game was carried on with equal skill, so that on ~ 
side twelve pieces were lost. The verse says \¥B", “ they felt 
not ini") “they died,” showing that they were merely 
from the field (but not slain), as it is usual in Chess. At ‘A 
there were only four pieces left on either side, viz., the king “ig 
three pawns, for which we may suppose the following position 


On one side the king on his square, and the bishop’s, kuigh® 
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snd rook’s pawns on their original squares; on the other side, 
the king on queen's square, and the bishop's, knight's, and rook’s 
qos likewise on their original squares (on the queen's side). 
This is a very difficult problem (nwp nondan): only he who has | 
érst move can win the game; the second player can only obtain a 
| drawn ,rame through the negligence of his adversary.* It was 
Joab’s first move ; probably it was a drawn game; the contest was 
continued, and, finally, Abner was beaten (43248 
I do not think that I can incur the cefisure of havitig trifled 
with the words of Writ, since all translators render 
“they shall play,” only none mentions the sort of game which is 
meant. 
Should you deem this suggestion—this whim — worthy of a 
lace in your columns, you will defend the conduct of Abher and 
Joab, furnish a novel proof of the high antiquity of the game of | 
Chess; and oblige your obedient Servant, 
ALEXANDER, 
Author of *' Encyclopedia of Chess,” 
and “The Beauties of Chess.” 
9, Tavistock Row, Covent Garden. an 
LECTURES OF THE MERCANTILE LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION (MONTREAL). 


It is with great gratification that we extract from the “Mon- | 
treal Transcript and Commercial Advertiser” the following | 
‘notice concerning our co-religionist and countryman, the Rev. 
| A.E, De Sola. The honourable position which that gentleman 
| otcupies, and the esteem which he enjoys, ought to be a beneficial 
stimulus to ‘our youth to use all their exertions towards progress- 
ing in the field of education. At the same time, the iafhaanes 
‘which a minister of a congregation must necessarily have upon 
}the mental and spiritual improvement of his flock, ought to prove | 


to us of what great importance it would be to have ari establish- || 


Bmentfor the training of apt ministers. = | 
| “The Rev. A. E. De Sola delivered a Lecture before this Asso- 
ciation on Wednesday evening, the 19th April, entitled ‘“‘ A History 
of the Jews in England.” We anticipated, in common with the 
other usual visitors to this Lecture Room, a very interesting de-— 


scription of the early and subsequent history of this portion of the || 


human race, who perhaps more than any other people, possess a 
claim on the sympathies of the civilized world ;— nor were we di- | 
appointed.— Although, from unavoidable causes, we were unable to | 
attend the lecture room until Mr. De Sola was _ cdnsiderably 
advanced with his subject; which we regret the more, as we un- 
derstand he was particularly eloquent in his opening address on 
‘the persecutions and cruelties submitted to with so much patience 
and stoical endurance, in England during the dark ages of our | 
country’s history ; it also prevents us from following the thread — 
of the Rev. Gentleman’s lecture as we would otherwise have done, 
}and compels us to content ourselves with a few remarks on the 
facts introduced,—which, of course, cannot possess the weiglit or 
interest of the words of the lecturer himself—a learned and Rev. 
‘member of the Hebrew race. 
| Mr. De Sola alluded to the well known persecution of the | 
Jewish race during the reign of King John, for the purpose of | 
| obtaining forced loans—for, divested of every opportunity of ob- |} 
taining honorable preferment, open more or less to every other 
Native born subject of the British Crown, the Jews had at that 
early period directed their energies to the attainment of wealth, 
48 the only means left them of upholding their influence in society. 
At that period they had attained a money influence superior to 
that of any other people, and they have ever since maintained it: | 
and deeply is the Governtient of Great Britain, and likewise those 
Of most of the other nations of Europe, indebted to the Jews for 
. the Means of carrying forth their schemes of conquest—of main- 


aining their rights, and accomplishing their projects of self- 


perfect political freedom is concerned, by 


defence ; and, although it may be said that they found their ac- 


one is 
with the 


count in so investing their enormous capital, 
aware, had not a strong spirit of loyalty been ming 


natural desire of Jews—as well as all other tribes of men, without — 


distinction—to increase their own wealth, they might have been 


the cause of painful and perhaps most serious embarrassment to 
the Government. 


almost universally accorded to the Hebrew race, in so far as 
the chief . nations of 
Europe, and hinted plainly and pointedly at the strange and 


| bigoted pertinacity with which freedom, in a full sense of the 


term, was withheld from the Jews only, by a Government and 
people who in every other respect have shown themselves the 


friends of the oppressed and the true possessors and determined 


advocates of rational freedom. That a great many disabilities had 


_ |} been got rid of, Mr. De Sola allowed, aad instanced the high po- 
| sition and dignified stations occupied in the Metropolis of England 
‘|| by branches of the Rothschild and Goldsmid families and 
|| others, as well as the general estimation in which these gentlemen 
| were held by their fellow citizens; but he justly insisted that they _ 
should enjoy as an undoubted right every privilege enjoyed by — 
| their fellow subjects ; and he noticed the humiliating position in 


which the Jews of England were placed, in the fact of the Baron 
Lionel de Rothschild being prevented from taking a seat in Par- 
liament as one of the chosen representatives of the Metropolis of 
the British Empire, in consequence of those prejudices which 


| still disgraced the political code of Great Britain, but which, it is” 
| earnestly to be hoped, may be speedily abolished for ever. — | 
_ Mr. De Sola paid a marked compliment to the press, and to — 
| the people of Canada, for the liberal opinion they had ever ex- 

pressed and acted upon, for the complete and thorough emancipa- _ 
tion of the Jews in Canada from any kind of political thraldom— 


instancing, as an example in which they had been voted into 
places of acknowledged trust by their fellow citizens, among 


others, the case of Mr. Hart of Three Rivers. He also alluded 
| to the public spirit shewn by the wealthy classes of the Hebrew _ 
race of Canada, and of Montreal, in particular ; observing that. 

to that spirit the city stood indebted for some of its greatest im- 


provements. 


Mr. De Sola concluded his lecture by expressing a hope, to 
which we heartily respond, that the day might speedily arrive, — 


when the Jewish race, who, let their birth-place be in what part 


of the globe it might, were remarkable for attachment tothe soil _ 
and loyalty to the government, would no longer have cause to 

|| mourn over the restraints with which they were still fettered ; and 
said, when thanking the audience for the great attention and flat- 


tering applause with which they had listened to his lecture—that 


| he would be ever ready, at any future period that he might be 
called on, to lend his humble efforts towards combating the pre- 
| judices of public opinion, now fast subsiding, and endeavouring 
to raise the Hebrew race to the political and social condition they _ 
| were fully and deservedly entitled to hold among their fellow 
| subjects of the British Empire.” Hee: , 


Be... my work recently published ‘‘ The Beauties of Chess” (London, 1846), 
| — problems are to be found in which the position is equal, so that only 
© one who has the first move can win the game. 


— 


FOREIGN. | 


Frankrort.—REMODELLED ForMvuLA oF Oatu.—lIn the 
‘new law regulating the form of a legal oath, which was published — 
at Frankfort on the 3rd of June, the following formula is pre-— 


sctibed: [swear that... So help me God.” This formula is to be 
used, without any addition, by the professor's of all creeds.— Orient. 

Vienna.—Dr. GotpentHaL.—Dr. Goldenthal has been ap- 
pointed professor of rabbinical language and literatare at the 
university of this town. He has already commenced his pre- 
lections.—Lbid. 

Berwin, June.—Sarary or Jewisn Ministers. — The 
congregation of Paderborn have laid a petition before the Prussian 
diet, in which they demand that the salaries of the Jewish 
ministers and teachers should be defrayed from the public funde. 
—Alig. Zeit. d. Jud. 


Mr. De Sola spoke of the privileges now | 
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NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


It. is particularly requested that Correspondence, etc., be 
addressed to the “ Jewish Chronicle Office’? ONLY. | 


onty* — We cannot insert his Lines before we are in possession of authentic 
information about the celebrated Rabbi's demise. 


Preparing for Press, 
THE PENTATEUCH. 


BEING THE FIRST PART OF A 


‘JEWISH FAMILY AND SCNOOL BIBLE; | 


“PAY IDO 
TRANSLATED FROM THE ORIGINAL HEBREW. — 
By Dr. A. BENISCH. 


The general deficiency of educational works of a religious character 
among the Jews of this country is universally acknowledged, but no 
want has been more deeply felt than that of an appropriate translation of 


the Scriptures. Whilst it is admitted that the Anglican version pos- 
sesses great merit, it must not be forgotten that the translators, from the ili 
nature of their religious bias, came to their task with preconceived. 


opinions, and, moreover, were obliged to view the Hebrew Scriptures 
through the medium of the Gospel. Not always allowed to consult 
- their own judgment, or their critical knowledge of the Hebrew, the trans- 


lators were obliged to render many passages in accordance with Christian | 
authorities.* A work performed under such influences, can certainly | 
not lay claim to the impartiality which ought to characterise a version — 


destined for Jews. Bearing this in mind, it will not be difficult to ac- 
count for the reluctance with which the thoughtful Jewish parent, or the 


conscientious teacher, places the Anylican version into the hands of | 


those who are entrusted to his care. ‘To the Jewish parent or teacher, 
who so well knows the difficulty of removing impressions once made 


upon the youthful mind, the alternative before him must be most em- |} 


barrassing. He is compelled, either to caution against certain renderings 


in the Anglican version, or altogetherto suppress them. In either case | 
he will raise suspicions against the whole work, or else expose his — 
of taking man’s preconceptions for the true 


_ charge to the consequences 
word of God. 


The apprehension of such consequences cannot fail to be felt, | 
in proporuon as the community becomes more alive to the duties of 


education, and is convinced that no system can be sound that is not 


based upon religion, the knowledge of which can be acquired only by a 


thorough acquaintance with the Sacred Scriptures. . 
The necessity for a Jewish translation becomes still more apparent, 
- when it is considered, that, whilst the German, French, and Ltalian Jews 


possess versions of their own, to which they may safely refer in cases | 
of doubt, the English Jews have no such means of satisfying either their — 


own minds, or those of others, in respect to certain points essential to 
the right understanding of Judaism. Nor should the important fact be 
lost sight of, that, the “* Anglican version” having been executed more 


than two centuries ago, the translators could not reflect upon it that | 


light, which the profound researches and valuable discoveries of so man 
ages have since abundantly thrown upon the subjects treated in the 
Bible, and whereby its comprehension is wonderfully facilitated. 
It is with the view of supplying a Jewish-Anglican version that the 
present translator, encouraged by many friends and well-wishers of his 
community, has been induced to enter upon this undertaking, 
As, however, the expenses attendant upon the publication are neces- 
sarily very considerable, as it wil! have to depend for its support 
almost -entirely upon the Jewish community, and as it is desirable 


* Indeed, an eminent Christian divine declares explicitly, that none but 
an orthodox Christian can interpret, and, consequently, translate, the 
Hebrew Scriptures. Dr, Lee says, in the Preface to his “* Hebrew Lexicon” 


(p.ix.),. Again, as to orthodoxy, in the article of Biblical interpretation, 
the only authoritative guide and corrective is, beyond all dispute, the New - 


Testament. lo this, a system of theology, repugnant to that of the Jews 
and directly opposed to that of the notions of heathen philosophers and 
poets, is clearly discoverable. .... These notions and principles, therefore 
connected as they are with theology, cannot fail, in the first place, to exer- 
cise a considerable influence on the grammarian, and thence also on the 
interpreter of Scripture, in the second. This, I say, they cannot but do 
and that the consequence Must necessari! 
coverable between tie interpretations, grammatical as we 
of the Jew, or Neologian, and of the conscientious 
Christian divine, respectively. 


y be, @ considerable variety dis- 
ll as theological, 
and well-informed 


Price 2s. 6d., of Two Lecturss on THE LiFe aND 


An Appeal of the Norwich Hebrew Congre 


Public Worship. 


that the price of the work be fixed as low as possible, — jt hag 
termined to defer the publication until the names of Five | 
Subscribers shall have’ been procured, when the price of each ted 
Hebrew and English together, including the Haftorahs, will be fire y) 
10s.6d. The charge, however, will be raised to 18s. so sdon 4. 
stated number of subscribers shall have been obtained, «© - the 
In order to afford the necessary guarantees for the Jewish: an» 
therefore, impartial, character of the work (for the Jews, in render.” 
the Bible, can have no object to serve beyond that of givit 
faithful version), it will be submitted, before publication, to the 
proval of the Reverend the Chief Rabbi. , > 
The whoie Pentateuch will be delivered at once, 


or in its five a 


‘cessive piirts; if preferred, and no subscription will be called for before 


publication. | 
Persons desirous of supporting the undertaking are respectfully ; 
vited to send in their names and addresses to the Jews’ and Ghana 
Literary and Scientific Institution, Sussex Hall, Leadenhall-street 
tu Thimm, Foreign Bookseller, New Bond -street, where Protben. 
tuses may be had, and Subscribers’ Names will be received, si 


By the same Author has just been Published, Second Edition 
Wertheim, Aldine Chambers; Thimm, Note 
street; and Jews’ and General Literary and Scientific Institution 
Sussex Hall, Leadenhall-street. 

This interesting work has been most favourably noticed by the 
Atheneum, and other literary periodicals. 


gation to their 
\HE Hebrew Congregation of Norwich, long inconvenienced by thei 

present small, incommodious, and ill-adapted Synagogue, and desirous 


Brethrem of the House of 


of emulating the zeal and spirit of their brethren in other parts of the En. 
pire, have determined to erect an Kdifice more suited to the wants of an 


increasing number of residents, and more fitted for the performance of 


5 


Additional Subscriptions. 


Donations previously acknowledged 


| The Norwich Congregation Messrs. Linder & Co. .... £0 10 6 
(2nd donation) ........£15 0. 0 | Mrs. Solomon Alex ...... 010 6 
Messrs. Keeling & Hunt:. 2° 2 Faleke 
J. Emanuel, esq. (Birming- | Mr. Mortis... 
2 2 G.L, Coleman, esq.,Mayor 1 1 0 
S. Emanuel, esq. (South- -— Dalrymple, esq., Ald... 1 1 0 
Edward Foligno, esq...... 1 1 © | — Muskell, esq. .......... 010 0 
S. A. Jones, esq. (South- H. Wright, esq. ....2..... 010 5 
1 Mr. Joseph Mitchell....... 2 2 9 
Mr. Van Stratten (Rotter- Sy: Mosely, 2 21 
1 I. Isaac, esq. (Lancaster). 1 1 ° 


Subscriptions received (for Norwich) by Mr. Joel Fox and Mr, Myers 


Levine; (for London) by I. Davis, Esq., 8, Artillery-place, Finsbury, 


I. M. Johnson, Esq., 10, Castle-street, Holborn, and Isaac Lyon, Esq, 
Luke-street, Aldgate; (for Birmingham) by D. Barnett, Esq., Bennetts 
hill, and I. Cohen, Esq., 1, Exeter-row; (for Portsmouth) by H. M. Ema 


nuel, Esq., Ordinance-row. 


Furnished Apartments. 
ON or TWO SINGLE JEWISH LADIES can be provided with st 
Furnished Apartments and Board (if required), with a very “we 
able Family, and in an Excellent Residence, situate in the heart of the - 
The Terms will be Moderate, and the Accommodation of the Partys 


Parties, studied. Apply at 66, Leadenhall-street. 


As Shopman or Warehouseman. 

\ ANTED by a Young Man, who has had many years’ experience tbe 

man or Warehouseman. Address I. E., 18, Bevis Marks, Houndsdit 


Jewellery, Watch, and General Fancy Trade, a SITUATION @& Shop: 


Printed for the Proprietor, Joseph Mitchell, at the Printing Office, Circus Plott ed y 
Wall, by John Wertheimer, of No. 5, West-street, Finsbury-circus, and niele 
W. Brittain, 11, Paternoster-row, and may be had at the Jewish om 
24 § 132, Houndsditch, in the City of London. e Friday; 
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